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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, COE 

SUBJECT: COUNCIL OF EUROPE - WORKING GROUP MEETINGS ON 
DATA PROTECTION, STRASBOURG, FEBRUARY 14-16, 1977 

REF: STRASBOURG 00231 (1976) 

1 . PER PARA 7, REFTEL, POST REQUESTED TO APPROACH COUNCIL 
OF EUROPE OFFICIALS TO EXPRESS USG INTEREST IN ATTENDING 
SUBJECT MEETING, AND SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS OF WORKING GROUP, 
AS OBSERVER. POST SHOULD EMPHASIZE LONG-STANDING USG 
INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER AND OUR DESIRE TO FOLLOW 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN A TIMELY AND COMPREHENSIVE MANNER, 

BOTH WITHIN COUNCIL OF EUROPE FRAMEWORK AND AS COE 
ACTIVITIES RELATE TO THOSE OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS ELSEWHERE. 

2. POST MAY INDICATE TO COE THAT USG UNDERSTANDS ITS ROLE 
IN WORKING GROUP DELIBERATIONS WILL BE CONFINED TO THAT OF 
OBSERVER. ALL OBSERVERS PROPOSED BY USG FOR FEBRUARY 14-16 
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AND SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS WILL BE USG EMPLOYEES, AND USG 
WILL OF COURSE RESPECT ANY DEGREE OF CONFIDENTIALITY COE 
WISHES TO IMPOSE ON DELIBERATIONS. FYI. IF COE AGREES 
TO US OBSERVER PARTICIPATION, DEPARTMENT WOULD PROPOSE THAT 
US MISSION TO OECD IN PARIS SEND CARL WAIT TO ATTEND AS 

ALTERNATE TO CONSUL GENERAL ROMINE. END FYI. 

3. POST HAS DISCRETION TO CONSULT WITH CANADIANS AND 
OTHERS WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING WORKING GROUP 
SESSIONS AS OBSERVERS BEFORE POST APPROACHES COE, IN 
ORDER TO ASCERTAIN THEIR LEVEL OF INTEREST AND POSSIBLY 
COORDINATE APPROACHES BY POTENTIAL OBSERVERS TO COUNCIL 
OFFICIALS. 

KISSINGER 
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